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1. On 10 Dec 53, General Kratochvil authorized the command of the Fourth
Military District at KoSice to place military units in the district at
the dispossl of the civilian authorities in charge of the construction
of the new railroad llne from Slovakia to Soviét Russis called the Trat
d.uZby. After having driven through the 12 km Bujanov tunnel the civilian
duthorities encountered difficulties in the winding valley of the River
Hornad, snd the projest has been seriously delayed.

2. On 8 Dec 53 General Artemov, of the Soviet Military Mission, informed the
Czechoslovak Government that 1t would be necessary to speed up the new
line. This 1ine 18 linked with the construction of the new South-Trans-
Ciberian line, now being built on the 1550 km stretch between Abakan and
Akmolinsk, and will be completed by construction of the CardZu-Kungrad-
“akat llne. It was origirally intended to complete the line in 1956, but
on the insistence of the Soviet general staff, the date has been stepped

up to 1955, |

3. % new Central “sian Command has charge of the work. This command is in
charge of the defense of the Urals, the Caucasus, the Kuznetzov Basin and
especially the new Volga-Don Canal, and 1s the base for all Soviet operations
in the Middle Fust, snd the railroad is of obvious importance to it.

4, The new line will be connected through Kharkov and Kiev with Central Europe
and the Balkans, As the Traf druZby line connects not only Prague, Brno and
Bratislava to this line, but also the industrial districts of Moravskd
Ostrava and P1llsen Sovict authorities are putting pressure on the Czechoslovaks

SER WAST PAGE FOR PURIICY & AREA CODES

25X1.

SECRET
' D i
[o1sTateution wp TsTate [ [arwr By | | Navy I a0 1 e {1 1 | i

This report {a for the use within tho UBA of the Intelligence componoants of the Departments or
Agencies indicated above. It 18 not to be transmitted: overaeas without the concurrence of the
originating office through the Assistant Director of the Office of Collection and Dissemination, CIA. -_J




Approved For Release 2006/10/20 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500790310-7

-2-

to finish the wonk miugh earlier thsn planned.

5. Thée syndicalist orgarizations- Have objected vigorously to the employment of
soldiers on the new line, considering it an antilabor step.

6. Members of the Czechoslovak general staff consider the haste displayed in
pushing through these new railrocad lines as an indicaticn of the reactivation
of Soviet strategy, which was visibly held back by Stalints death. The strategy
aims ‘at the achievement of Soviet military supremacy in 1954, or 1955 at latest,
and 1s orlented toward the Middle East, now considered the weakest point in
Vestern military dispositions.
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